
WHY OUR CHARITIES AND SMALL
BUSINESS OWNERS IN THE

CITY OF TORONTO AND THE GTA ARE
RELEVANT TO THE UPCOMING ELECTION

Removing the Capital Gains Tax on Gifts of Private Company Shares and Real Estate

To: The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

The Honourable William Morneau, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Finance

cc: Mr. Jagmeet Singh, M.P.
Leader, New Democratic Party

Ms. Elizabeth May, M.P.
Leader, Green Party

The Honourable Andrew Scheer, P.C., M.P.
Leader of the Official Opposition, Conservative Party

The Honourable Pierre Poilievre, P.C., M.P.
Finance Critic for the Conservative Party

Mr. Peter Julian, M.P.
Finance Critic for the New Democratic Party

Mr.Yves-François Blanchet
Leader, Bloc Québécois

The upcoming election will be a major challenge for all parties. Our proposal to remove the capital gains
tax on gifts of private company shares and real estate is very relevant to the election. This measure will
resonate with small business owners who wish to give back to their communities in every single riding
across Canada. There are hundreds of thousands of small business owners in our country and 110,000
are members of the Canadian Federation of Independent Business (CFIB). Not only would small business
owners be grateful, but the millions of Canadians who are served by our hospitals, social service agencies
and universities, as well as arts and cultural and religious organizations would also benefit from this
increased funding. Additional donations from the private sector would be approximately $200-million
per annum every year going forward. This increased funding would come at a time when all levels of
government – federal, provincial and municipal are facing significant fiscal challenges.

The Special Senate Committee on the Charitable Sector issued its report in June 2019 and Section 3
recommended INCENTIVIZING THE DONATION OF REAL ESTATE AND PRIVATE COMPANY
SHARES.

We urge both the Liberal and the Conservative parties to include this measure in your election
platforms. We also urge each of the opposition parties to communicate their support of this
measure in the upcoming debates prior to the election.

From a public policy perspective, this measure would address an inequity in the current Income Tax Act
by providing the same tax treatment for donations of shares by owners of small businesses as is currently
the case for owners of shares in publicly listed companies. In addition, it would provide Canadian charities
with the same opportunity to raise private sector funding on the same basis as their U.S. counterparts.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to the upcoming election!
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Anti-vaxxers must realize 
they’re part of a larger society
Re Health board wants vaccines to be mandatory, 

Sept. 24

Vaccines should be mandatory not just for On-
tario, but for the whole country, and it’s high
time exemptions be removed. 

Anti-vaxxers say this amounts to a violation of
their rights, but I fail to see what rights have
been violated. They could still refuse to have
their children vaccinated, they just couldn’t
send them to school. 

And since they all seem to be experts in so
many fields, including medicine and child wel-
fare, surely they could home-school their chil-
dren. 

In the end, it is their choice.
Claude Gannon, Markham

The current controversy regarding “the rights”
of anti-vaxxers and parents who believe in al-
ternative medicine, to the peril of their chil-
dren’s lives, brings into glaring relief the misun-
derstanding around the concept of freedom and
individual rights in this era of the “Me” genera-
tion.

Absolute freedom and unlimited freedom do
not exist — not in nature, nor in society. Reality
restricts the possibility in nature, and the bene-
fits availed by living in a society preclude abso-
lute freedom — some concessions must be
made. 

Individual freedom/rights are tempered by the
needs and benefits of the whole. That’s what is
known as “the social contract.”
Gerard Shkuda, Burlington 

I have only one question for all anti-vaxxers:
Have you yourselves been vaccinated? 

If the answer is, as I suspect, “yes,” then con-
gratulations to you! In the case of a severe out-
break, you will be spared serious illness and in
some cases death; a sentence that you are so
willing to pass on not only to the members of
your community, but to your own children.

I do sincerely hope that you one day do not
have to suffer the consequences of your ill-
informed decision.
Oriana Galt, Etobicoke

I have no problem with these people not letting
their children get vaccinated — as long as they
aren’t allowed to go to school with children who
have been vaccinated, and are also kept out of
other public places.
Andrew Elrick, Whitby

Deaf community can hear
ignorance loud and clear
Re The prime minister of double standards, DiManno,

Sept. 21

I like Rosie DiManno. I like her journalistic style
and find her views interesting and provocative,
even when I don’t always agree with them.
However, her Saturday column caught me total-
ly off-guard. 

How, in 2019, could anyone possibly not un-
derstand or recognize that using language such
as “Only the most culturally deaf and dumb and
insulated would not have realized” to make a
point would be offensive, discriminatory and
hurtful to the deaf community. In fact, this
language is just as offensive and oppressive as

Justin Trudeau wearing blackface — perhaps
even more so because this is happening now
and not 18 years ago. 

Yes, Rosie, we are all responsible for our own
behaviour, and using this kind of language con-
tinues to discriminate against those who have
historically faced, and continue to face, barriers
created by plain ignorance. 

As a teacher of deaf students for the Toronto
District School Board, it makes me extremely
sad that my students continue to experience
this kind of derogatory language, which misrep-
resents them and continues to foster an ex-
tremely negative image of the deaf community.
This is pure audism.
Betty McPhee, Toronto

A ban on handguns won’t
solve the problem of violence
Re Go further on handguns, editorial, Sept. 24

It is important to understand that guns are not
the issue here, but the erosion of Canadian
values; an erosion brought about by a lack of
political leadership from all sides. 

Mayor John Tory has a mandate to protect the
citizens of Toronto and has failed to do so. I was
living in Montreal when biker violence got out
of hand and both the city and province of Que-
bec acted to round up as many bikers as they
could, effectively banning and outlawing these
gangs and ending the violence. 

I’m sure gangs in Toronto who are comitting
these acts are well-known, so why are they still
on the streets and not in jail? 

Tory should stop acting like a salmon swim-
ming up stream by banning guns. Banning gangs
is something you can do, and you don’t need
anyone’s permission.
John E. Eisan, Toronto

The Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police
has plainly stated that a handgun ban would do
nothing to solve the problem of shootings. The
problem is gangs and guns smuggled into Cana-
da from the United States; it’s not the legal,
licensed, safety-conscious handgun owners,
who are either target shooters or collectors.
These people store and transport their firearms
safely and securely.
George M. McCaig, Burlington

Zoos have much to do if they
want to be conservationists
Re World-renowned Toronto zoo fosters enduring friend-

ship, Sept. 18

Senior zoo director Andrew Lentini’s claim that
zoos conserve species because they can “hold
animals, fix the problem and put them back”
needs examination. Only very rarely are any
animals put back into the wild. And despite
being part of a multibillion-dollar industry, zoos
do little to address the problems that endanger
wild animals in the first place.

In the face of dwindling numbers of visitors,
growing concerns about the ethics of holding
wild animals captive and a gradual dismantling
of the rationales zoos put forward to justify their
existence, zoos are trying to rebrand themselves
as conservation organizations. But until they
put substantial resources into field conservation
and become true advocates for change, I’m not
buying it.
Linda Bronfman, Toronto

The election promises are coming thick and fast — on taxes,
pensions, child benefits, housing, climate change and a lot
more. You can hardly tell the players and the pledges without
a program, and even then it’s confusing.

The Liberals had a great idea back in 2015 to help voters sort
through the welter of competing election promises.

They said they would give the respected Parliamentary
Budget Office (PBO) the job of costing out the parties’ promis-
es in the next campaign and making them public so Canadians
could benefit from an independent, neutral estimate of what
the various policies would cost.

To its credit, the Trudeau government delivered on that
promise. It gave the PBO half a million dollars in special
funding so it would be ready to deliver objective analysis of
how the parties’ pledges in the 2019 campaign would affect the
government’s bottom line.

So far, so good. The Conservatives, New Democrats and
Greens all submitted promises to the PBO for costing, and its
reports are readily available online. As of Tuesday, the PBO
had posted 17 brief documents giving cost breakdowns of
pledges by those three parties. They’re a useful resource for
voters trying to make sense of the cam-
paign.

You can find out, for example, that the
Conservatives’ promise to beef up Reg-
istered Education Saving Plans would
cost $145 million in the first year, rising
to $763 million by 2028-29, an estimate
the PBO says it can make with “moder-
ate certainty.” That’s better than relying
solely on politicians’ self-serving rheto-
ric and the party’s own estimates.

The Liberal party, though, is glaringly
conspicuous by its absence in this novel
process. Even though it was the Liberals
who had the bright idea of having the
PBO analyze party promises, they aren’t
co-operating with the office in a way
that would give voters a timely look at
the financial impact of the promises they have made so far.

Under the rules, it’s up to the parties to submit their cam-
paign pledges to the PBO for analysis. And they must give the
PBO written permission to publish the results.

The other parties have done that. But the Liberals haven’t.
They say they are submitting only “big ticket” items to the
PBO for costing. And they are delaying the release of the
office’s analysis until they issue their full campaign platform
because, they say, some of the promises are interconnected.
Making individual reports public “wouldn’t tell the whole
story.”

At the very least, this isn’t living up to the spirit of the reform
the Liberals themselves put in place. The whole idea was to get
real-time, objective analysis of the parties’ promises. Manip-
ulating the nature and timing of the reports risks defeating the
whole purpose. Worse, it leaves the Liberals open to the
accusation that they aren’t coming clean with voters.

The Liberals should rethink their approach. This is no easy
campaign for the governing party. It has a four-year record to
defend, a record with many accomplishments, but one that
also has its share of bungles and scandals. Justin Trudeau’s
embarrassing “brownface” escapades don’t help, either.

All the parties are putting a lot in the window in this cam-
paign. It’s a lot to expect voters to sort through the conflicting
promises on taxes and benefits. Does it make more sense to
cut taxes for everyone (as the Conservatives would do) or to
target tax cuts more at the lowest-paid and enhance programs
like the Canada Child Benefit (as the Liberals promise)? What
about putting a new tax on those fortunate enough to have
amassed great wealth (as the NDP wants)?

Ultimately these choices come down to competing values:
who do you want to help most, and who do you think should
pay the freight?

But a key piece of the puzzle is how much each measure
would cost. The Liberals should do more to help voters figure
that out.

Come clean
on promises

> LIBERAL CAMPAIGN

This isn’t living 
up to the spirit 
of the reform 
that the Liberals
themselves put 
in place 

Seventeen-year-old Rowan Stringer died after landing hard
on her head in a high school rugby match.

The Ottawa-area teenager didn’t know enough about the
extreme dangers of continuing to play and being hit in the
head again while already suffering concussion symptoms
from two previous head hits. Her teammates didn’t know
enough to stop her from playing. The school officials, coaches
and referees didn’t know enough about the dangers, symp-
toms and the actions they should have taken.

All that contributed to Stringer’s death
in 2013. They were also the factors that
led Ontario to pass Rowan’s Law in 2017
to make sport safer.

The provincial legislation mandates
concussion awareness training for ama-
teur athletes (and their parents for those
under 18), coaches and officials; a system
to track injuries; codes of sport conduct
to support concussion prevention; and protocols for remov-
ing athletes from sport after head trauma and allowing for
their gradual safe return to sport.

It’s not everything that’s needed and the removal and return
protocols have yet to take effect. But it’s a solid start to safer
sport by ensuring everyone involved in amateur and school
sports is better informed about how to handle head trauma. 

Wednesday is Rowan’s Law Day in Ontario. It’s a day to raise
concussion awareness and would be a great time for other
provinces to get on board with concussion prevention and
management legislation of their own. 

Let’s not wait until tragedy strikes again.

> ROWAN’S LAW

Make sports safer

A solid start 
to safer sport 
by ensuring
everyone is
better informed 
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